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CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 1653 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AMER PINT VS MY 

SUB J : EVACUATION OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 

REF: STATE 071355 

1. BEFORE GOING TO THE GOM I CALLED THE VIETNAMESE CHARGE TO ASK 
WHAT HE HAD DONE. HE SAID THAT HE HAD MADE A FORMAL REQUEST 
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TO REQUEST ASSISTANCE IN EVACUATING REFUGEES. I TOLD HIM OF MY 
INSTRUCTIONS, THAT I FELT THE URGENCY OF THE SITUATION DID NOT 
PERMIT DELAY, AND THAT IN MY APPROACH I WOULD SAY THAT HE UN- 
DOUBTEDLY WOULD BE SEEKING ASSISTANCE IN THE NEXT FEW HOURS. 

HE AGREED, AND SAID HE WOULD LET ME KNOW AS SOON AS HE HAD 
FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS. 

2. 1 THEN WENT TO TAN SRI ZAITON, MOFA SECRETARY GENERAL, 

SAID I WAS COMING IN BEFORE MY VIETNAMESE COLLEAGUE BECAUSE 
OF THE EXTREME URGENCY OF THE PROBLEM, AND DELIVERED THE MESSAGE. 
I NOTED IN EXTENSION THAT SHIPS AND PLANES, EITHER MILITARY OR 
CIVILIAN, WERE NEEDED IMMEDIATELY, AND THAT TIME WAS CRITICALLY 
SHORT. 

3. ZAITON SAID GOM WAS CONCERNED ABOUT DETERIORATING MILITARY 
SITUATION IN VIETNAM. AND ALARMED ABOUT THE REFUGEE PROBLEM. HE 
DID NOT, HOWEVER, SEE MUCH HIS GOVERNMENT COULD DO IN THE 
SPECIFIC PROBLEM OF EVACUATING REFUGEES FROM DANANG. THE 
MALAYSIAN NAVY, HE SAID, HAS ONLY SMALL COASTAL PATROL CRAFT. 

AND THE AIR FORCE HAD ONLY THE SHORT RANGE TWIN ENGINE CARIBOU 
WHICH HE THOUGHT COULD ONLY CARRY ABOUT 20 PEOPLE. I URGED 
THAT ALL OF MALAYSIA'S ASSETS BE SURVEYED. HE SAID HE WOULD SEE 
THE PRIME MINISTER WHEN THE LATTER RETURNED TO KUALA LUMPUR 
LATER THIS AFTERNOON, AND WOULD LET ME KNOW. HE WAS, HOWEVER, 
"EIGHTY-PERCENT SURE" THAT THE ANSWER WOULD BE A REGRETFUL 
NEGATIVE. 

UNDERHILL 
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